










Round Table Letter to Panama Canal – Annex 1 

THE ROUND TABLE OF INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING ASSOCIATIONS 

 

BIMCO is an independent international shipping association, with a membership 
composed of ship owners, managers, brokers agents and many other stakeholders with 
vested interests in the shipping industry. The association acts on behalf of its global 
membership to promote higher standards and greater harmony in regulatory matters. It 
is a catalyst for the development and promotion of fair and equitable international 
shipping policy BIMCO is accredited as a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), holds 
observer status with a number of United Nations organs and is in close dialogue with 
maritime administrations regulatory institutions and other stakeholders within the EU the 
USA and Asia. The association provides one of the most comprehensive sources of 
practical shipping information and a broad range of advisory and consulting services to 
its members www.bimco.org 
 

INTERCARGO is the short name for the International Association of Dry Cargo Ship-
owners. Since 1980, it has represented the interests of owners, operators and managers 
of dry cargo shipping and works closely with the other international associations to 
promote a safe, high quality, efficient and profitable industry. 
 

INTERTANKO is the International Association of Independent Tanker Owners 
INTERTANKO has been the voice of independent tanker owners since 1970, ensuring 
that the oil that keeps the world turning is shipped safely, responsibly and competitively. 
Membership is open to independent tanker owners and operators of oil and chemical 
tankers, i.e. non-oil companies and non-state controlled tanker owners, who fulfil the 
Association’s membership criteria. Independent owners operate some 80% of the 
world’s tanker fleet and the vast majority are INTERTANKO members. As of January 
2007, the organisation has 260 members, whose combined fleet comprises some 2,900 
tankers totalling 236 million dwt, which is 75% of the world’s independent tanker fleet. 
INTERTANKO’s associate membership stands at some 300 companies with an interest 
in shipping of oil and chemicals. www.intertanko.com  

The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) is the principal international trade 
association for merchant ship operators. ICS represents the collective views of the 
international industry from different nations, sectors and trades. ICS membership 
comprises national shipowners’ associations representing over 75% of the world’s 
merchant fleet. A major focus of ICS activity is the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) the United Nations agency with responsibility for the safety of life at sea and the 
protection of the marine environment. ICS is heavily involved in a wide variety of areas 
including any technical, legal and operational matters affecting merchant ships. ICS is 
unique in that it represents the global interests of all the different trades in the industry: 
bulk carrier operators, tanker operators, passenger ship operators and container liner 
trades, including shipowners and third party ship managers. 










