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ICS/14/1							  		 27 September 2011 

TO:  		MARITIME LAW COMMITTEE				              MLC(11)26
COPY TO: 	All Full and Associate Members (for information)	

DRAFT GERMAN MARITIME LAW REFORM ACT: INDUSTRY LETTER

Action required: To note the attached letter to the German Minister for Justice concerning a draft German Maritime Law Reform Act, which would establish a special national system of liability for carriage of goods, which VDR has advised would be incompatible with the Rotterdam Rules.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As reported by Verband Deutscher Reeder at the Maritime Law Committee meeting on 12 September 2011, the German Federal Ministry of Justice has introduced a draft Maritime Law Reform Act which would establish a special national system of liability for carriage of goods that would be incompatible with the Rotterdam Rules.  An executive summary prepared by VDR, which compares the draft Act with the Rotterdam Rules is attached at Annex 1.

As agreed at the Maritime Law Committee meeting, ICS has coordinated the preparation and submission of a letter to the German Minister for Justice ahead of a public hearing on the draft Act to be held by the German Federal Ministry on Wednesday 28 September. 

A copy of the letter, which is co-sponsored by the International Group of P&I Clubs, BIMCO, ECSA and the World Shipping Council, is attached at Annex 2.  Members, in particular those whose governments are committed to ratification of the Rotterdam Rules, may wish to consider passing a copy to their administrations and encouraging them to write to the German Ministry in support of the Rotterdam Rules.

Members will be kept informed of any significant developments.


Kiran Khosla
Secretary: Maritime Law Committee
International Chamber of Shipping Limited. Registered in England No. 2532887 at the above address	
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