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18 November 2011

TO:	ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS	 	ICS(11)40	
Copy:	Marine Committee 
	Shipping Policy Committee
	Environment Sub-Committee

US DEVELOPMENTS – OCTOBER 2011

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. Details of the Vessel Discharges Reform Act of 2011 which has been added in the form of an amendment to HR 2838, the Coast Guard Authorization Act and will be voted on in the House of Representatives in mid-November.

2. Information on a bill proposing continued funding of marine debris programmes of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and vehicles to allow it to address the impact of marine debris on the marine environment. 

3. Details of a report published by the Californian Air Resources Board (CARB) which aims to investigate the root causes of operational difficulties that could be related to the use of low sulphur fuel. 

4. An overview of CSA participation in a joint working group on assessing the impacts of vessel traffic on living marine resources and the Port Access Route Study’s recommendations for reducing the number of whale fatalities in the three traffic lanes which compose the San Francisco VTS.

5. Details of CSA participation in a technical review of shipboard testing protocol for ballast water treatment facilities.
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Camilla Arana
Policy Officer 
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