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14 May 2012 									ICS(12)27

TO:	ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS	 		
Copy:	Marine Committee 
	Shipping Policy Committee
	Environment Sub-Committee
	Oil Tanker Panel
	
US DEVELOPMENTS – APRIL 2012 

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).
	
Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. 	A detailed overview of a notice published by the US Coast Guard (USCG) advising of its intent to finalise the requirements contained in an interim final rule (published 22 December 1993) relating to discharge removal equipment (DRE) for vessels carrying oil including carriage of DRE for on-deck, oil-cargo spills, emergency towing capabilities, damage stability information availability and deck edge coamings for on-deck spills.

2. 	A reproduction of the points made by the Shipping Industry Coalition in their comments to the California State Lands Commission (CSLC) on the proposed amendments for performance standards and assessment protocols for ballast water discharges. 

3.	Details of a number of inconsistencies noted by CSA and other maritime trade organisations between the provisions found in the USCG final rule on ballast water performance standards and those found in the Environmental Protection Agency’s proposed vessel general permit (VGP) and how CSA is engaged with EPA and USCG on how best to eliminate these inconsistencies. 
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Policy Officer
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