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12 March 2012 									ICS(12)20	

TO:	ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS	 		
Copy:	Marine Committee 
	Shipping Policy Committee
	Environment Sub-Committee

US DEVELOPMENTS – FEBRUARY 2012 

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. Details on a hearing conducted by the US House of Representatives Subcommittee on Border and Maritime Security entitled “Balancing Maritime Security and Trade Facilitation” which discussed 100% scanning of containers. Rather than suggest that 100% scanning was possible the majority of testimonies (a link to which is provided) including those from the Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection and the US Coast Guard stressed the need for a layered targeting strategy.  

2. Information about a state-wide Californian No Discharge Zone (NDZ) for all (treated and untreated) sewage from vessels. The NDZ has been approved by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) despite industry arguments to the contrary. A link is provided to a Fact Sheet and copy of the final rule.  

3. Details on formal CSA comments to the US EPA docket on the proposed vessel general permit.

4. News on the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation which has extended the application of more stringent ballast water treatment requirements due to a shortage in the supply of technology necessary to meet the requirements. 

5. Details on the status of the USCG final rule on ballast water treatment systems, the publication of which is expected to be at the end of March 2012.

Camilla Arana
Policy Officer  
International Chamber of Shipping Limited. Registered in England No. 2532887 at the above address
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