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    ICS(13)06
TO: 
      ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Copy to:  Marine Committee
                 Shipping Policy Committee

      Environment Sub-Committee

      Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee
US DEVELOPMENTS – DECEMBER 2012 (INCLUDING ANNUAL RECAP)
Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).
Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. News that the United States Coast Guard (USCG) has posted a second volume of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on its ballast water management webpage.  The FAQs address provisions for alternate management systems (AMS) and type approvals for ballast water management systems under the USCG final rule. 

2. A summary of CSA’s involvement in a recent compliance question relating to the documentation of compliant fuel within the North America Emissions Control Area (ECA).  The question relates to a vessel that had loaded fuel with a specification of no more than 1% sulphur only to discover upon testing that the fuel contained in excess of the 1% limit.  CSA details the results of its enquiries with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in Ann Arbor and EPA HQ enforcement lawyers regarding whether a vessel is non-compliant in such cases.

The report also includes a brief but helpful recap of the key issues, both domestic and international, with which CSA was involved during 2012, and a summary of CSA’s relationship with the USCG. 
Joe Francombe
Policy Officer
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