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11 February 2013						         			    ICS(13)08

TO: 	      ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Copy to:  Marine Committee
                 Shipping Policy Committee
	  Environment Sub-Committee
      	     								
US DEVELOPMENTS – JANUARY 2013

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. News that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has now submitted the Second Vessel General Permit (VGP 2.0) to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) with the intention of releasing the final VGP to the public by 15 March 2013.  Given several concerns regarding inconsistencies between the USCG final rule and the proposed VGP 2.0, a Shipping Industry Coalition has scheduled a meeting with the OMB in late February.

2. A summary of a recent compliance question regarding the EPA’s stance on vessels not calling at a US port, but which pass through the North America Emissions Control Area (ECA).  The summary clarifies the EPA’s position that a vessel of any flag transiting the ECA must comply with the ECA requirements including the use of low sulphur fuel, but argues that this does not constitute a rejection of the UNCLOS principle of “innocent passage”, as was reportedly stated by an unnamed EPA representative. 

3. The EPA’s response to a compliance question (introduced in the last CSA monthly report) regarding vessels that have loaded fuel with a specification of less than 1% sulphur, only to find through post-load sampling that the fuel contains sulphur in excess of the 1% limit.

 4.  The EPA’s response to a request to clarify the scope of application of its engine emissions regulations to large commercial vessels.  The EPA response confirms that its requirements are based on the flag and engine of the vessel and refers to the relevant Titles of the Code of Federal Regulations.  
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