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2 April 2013						         			             ICS(13)16

TO: 	      ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Copy to:  Marine Committee
                 Shipping Policy Committee
	  Environment Sub-Committee
      	     								
US DEVELOPMENTS – MARCH 2013

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. News that the final Vessel General Permit was issued on 28 March 2013 and will become effective on 19 December 2013.  CSA is currently reviewing the documentation related to the permit and will produce an analysis in the near future. 

2. Information on the impact of the recently imposed budget cuts – the so-called “sequestration” – on US Port Operations.  (This information was also circulated as SPC(13)10 on 18 March.) 

 3. 	The text of an industry bulletin issued jointly by the US and Canadian authorities outlining control and mitigation measures for vessels calling in ports with a high risk of Asian Gypsy Moth infestation.  (This bulletin has also been circulated as ICS(13)14 on 22 March.)  
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