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7 May 2013						         			             ICS(13)23

TO: 	      ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Copy to:  Marine Committee
                 Shipping Policy Committee
	  Environment Sub-Committee
      	     								
US DEVELOPMENTS – APRIL 2013

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:

1. News that the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has published its final Vessel General Permit (VGP 2.0), which will replace the current VGP on 19 December 2013.  CSA kindly provides an analysis of the several significant changes contained within the new Permit, including a summary of some new additional requirements for vessels inbound to US States listed on the 401 certification chapter of the VGP. 

2. An explanation of the US Coast Guard’s (USCG) recent announcement that it will accept nine ballast water treatment systems as Alternate Management Systems (AMS) in compliance with its March 2012 final rule on Ballast Water Management Performance Standards.  Information is provided on the timeframe of the provision, and the application and approval process for AMS. 

 3. 	News that the USCG has issued an updated version of its Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document on ballast water management implementation and compliance questions. 

4. 	An update on the impact of “sequestration” on US Port Operations.  Although Congress recently took action to provide funding to the relevant government agencies (including Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and USCG), this does not eliminate the possibility of budget reduction strategies, developed at the local field office level, that include reductions in ports’ operating hours.  
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