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10 June 2013					         			             ICS(13)30

TO: 	      ALL FULL MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Copy to:  Marine Committee
                 Shipping Policy Committee
	  Environment Sub-Committee
      	     								
US DEVELOPMENTS – MAY 2013

Action required: To note the attached report from the Chamber of Shipping of America (CSA).

Attached please find the latest monthly report from CSA. The report contains:


1. Clarification that, whilst the final Vessel General Permit (VGP 2.0) contains revised exhaust gas scrubber effluent limits to align with the IMO guidelines, there remain minor differences with regard to the pH minimums of discharge.  Vessel owners considering installation, and whose vessels will call in US ports, should test to both the IMO and the VGP standards.

2. A reminder to vessel owners to regularly check the US Coast Guard’s (USCG) Alternate Management Systems (AMS) acceptance list.  In addition to the list of AMS approvals, the USCG has also agreed to post specific AMS approval letters on the website.  These letters provide a great deal of detail about the operating conditions and limitations on which the USCG has conditioned its AMS approval. 

 3.   News that the USCG final rule on the Non-Tank Vessel Response Plan has cleared USCG and is under review at the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  Publication of the regulation in its final form is expected after June 2013, with the implementation deadline expected to be 6 to 8 months from the date of publication. 

4.    Notification that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will shortly publish a new proposed rule on Ship Strike Mitigation of North Atlantic Right Whales.  The current regulations will expire in December 2013. 







5.	A summary of CSA’s perspective on the decision of MEPC 65 to delay the implementation date for MARPOL Annex VI Tier III NOx requirements from 2016 to 2021.  CSA reports that, for a number of reasons, it expects the US and Canada will hold to the 2016 implementation date, regardless of whether IMO adopts the proposed amendments. 
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