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10 December 2015					 			MC(15)65

To:	 MARINE COMMITTEE

Copy:	 Construction and Equipment Sub-Committee
            Environment Sub-Committee
            All Full and Associate Members (for information)		

CHINA ENFORCEMENT PLANS FOR SHIP EMISSION CONTROL AREAS (ECAs) IN PEARL RIVER DELTA, YANGTZE RIVER DELTA AND THE BOHAI BAY RIM. 

Action Required: Members are invited to note and disseminate the information provided below and are additionally requested to advise the secretariat of any further information they may receive on this subject.

[bookmark: _GoBack]On 4 December 2015, China MSA announced their enforcement plans for ship Emission Control Areas (ECAs) in the Pearl River Delta, the Yangtze River Delta and the Bohai Bay rim area.  Attached at Annex A are maps showing the newly defined ECAs with the bounding points listed along with the designated key/core ports within each area.

The enforcement plans stipulate that the shipping ECAs will apply to all merchant ships navigating, anchored or under operation in the waters of the control areas, except for naval ships, sport ships and fishing vessels.  The details the secretariat has at present are as described below.

With effect from 1 January 2016, ships should strictly follow the requirements of current international conventions or local laws/regulations (whichever is stricter) on the emission control of SOx, particulates and NOx. If the port condition allows, ports within control areas may implement stricter requirements than current conventions, regulations such as requiring use of fuel with 0.5% m/m Sulphur content or below. The implementation schedule for the new requirements is as follows:

· From 1 January 2016, some ports (if the port condition allows) within the control areas may implement the requirement for use of fuel with 0.5% m/m Sulphur content or below when ships are alongside or at anchor.  Note that this is for any port within the control area, not just the key/core ports;
· From 1 January 2017, key/core ports of control areas shall implement the requirements for use of fuel with 0.5% m/m Sulphur content or below when ships are alongside or at anchor;
· From 1 January 2018, all ports within control areas shall implement requirements for use of fuel with 0.5% m/m Sulphur content or below when ships are alongside or at anchor; and
· From 1 January 2019, ships entering into control areas shall use fuel with 0.5% m/m Sulphur content or below. 

It should be noted that following an assessment of the effects of the above actions China will possibly implement requirements for use of fuel with 0.1% m/m Sulphur content or below after 31 December 2019. 

The requirements for ships at berth or at anchor are applicable from one hour after ships are berthed to one hour before departure. Ships may use other alternative measures to reduce emissions, such as shore power, clean energy, scrubbers, etc.

The secretariat would also take this opportunity to remind members of the existing Hong Kong regulation L.N. 51 of 2015 “Air Pollution Control (Ocean Going Vessels) (Fuel at Berth) Regulation”, attached at Annex B for ease of reference, which came into operation on 1 July 2015. 

Members are requested to note and disseminate the information provided.  Should the secretariat receive more information concerning ECA implementation in China this will be circulated. We would also request members advise the secretariat of any further information they may receive on this subject.


Jonathan Spremulli
Technical Director
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