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05 September 2018									MC(18)78

TO:	MARINE COMMITTEE

Copy:	All Members and Associate Members
		
CHINA – YANGTZE RIVER DELTA CHANGE TO ECA TIMELINE

Action Required: members are requested to note the change to the ECA timeline for Chinese waters and distribute to their member shipowner companies.

Further to Circular MC (15)65, Members are advised that the regional authorities of Shanghai, Zhejiang and Jiangsu Provinces have recently issued formal notices that ships calling at the provinces’ ports on or after 1 October 2018 will be required to use fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.5% while navigating and berthing within the provinces’ waters and port areas.

Some changes affecting ships operating within these emissions control areas (ECAs) which had been expected to take effect on 1 January 2019 will now take effect three months before that date, as follows; 

· Since 1 January 2018, ships have been required to use fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.5% while berthed at all ports within the three ECAs. Ships must switch to compliant fuel within one hour of arriving at their berth and use compliant fuel until not more than one hour prior to departure.

· From 1 October 2018, ships will be required touse fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.5% at all times while operating inside the Yangtze River Delta ECA. 

· From 1 October 2018, any fuel change-over operation will need to be completed prior to the entry into, or commence after exit from, the Yangtze River Delta ECA.

The Secretariat has been advised that the situation in the Pearl River Delta and Bohai-rim Waters ECAs remains unchanged, ships will be required to use compliant fuel at all times when inside these ECAs from 1 January 2019.

Ships provided with exhaust gas cleaning systems or other alternative arrangements capable of meeting the emission control requirements will be allowed to use these alternative means of compliance. 

In ports where shore power is available, ships with shore connection capabilities must use them while at berth. 

Comments and questions should be sent to the undersigned ( chris.oliver@ics-shipping.org ).
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