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12 November 2018							              	MC(18)100	
			 
To: 	  MARINE COMMITTEE	

Copy:   Environment Sub-Committee  
  All Full and Associate Members (for information)

LATEST INFORMATION ON IMPLEMENTATION OF 0.5% FUEL SULPHUR CAP IN HONG KONG AND CHINA

Action required:  Members are invited to note the updated information on the change to the ECA timeline for Hong Kong and Chinese waters and distribute to their member shipping companies. 

Members are aware of the IMO Global sulphur cap of 0.5% Sulphur being applied on all marine fuels used after 1st January 2020. ICS has received the communication below (quoted verbatim) from the Environment Protection Department of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region confirming the implementation of a 0.50% sulphur limit for ships visiting their ports, one year earlier than the entry into force of the Global Sulphur Cap from 1st January 2019:


We would like to inform you that the Legislative Council has approved the Air Pollution
Control (Fuel for Vessels) Regulation (Cap. 311AB) (“the Regulation”). Under the Regulation, starting from 1 January 2019, all vessels except for specified vessel types as set out in the Regulation, are required to use compliant fuel within Hong Kong waters, irrespective of whether they are sailing or berthing.

2. Compliant fuel required by the Regulation includes low-sulphur marine fuel with
sulphur content not exceeding 0.5%, liquefied natural gas or any other fuel approved by the Director of Environmental Protection. If a vessel uses emission reduction technology that can achieve the same or less emission of sulphur dioxide when compared with using low-sulphur marine fuel, it may be exempted from using compliant fuel.


[bookmark: _GoBack]With regards to the early implementation of the 2020 Sulphur Cap in other Domestic ECAs in China, Members will be aware that since 1 October 2018, ships have been required to use fuel with a sulphur content not exceeding 0.50% at all times while operating inside the Yangtze River Delta ECA.The Secretariat has been advised that the situation in the Pearl River Delta and Bohai-rim Waters ECAs remains unchanged, ships will be required to use compliant fuel at all times when inside these ECAs from 1 January 2019.

If any further information is received by the Secretariat, Members will be informed accordingly.
 
Sunil Krishnakumar
Senior Technical Adviser
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